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A Solemae League and Covenant, for 
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on, having before out eyes the gloryof God,and theadvancenent ofthe 


; lick Libernie, Safety, and Peace: of the Kingdoms wherein ever 


Religion, and how much ther rage, pomer, and preſumption areof 


ſelves andionr Religion from ntter nome 4041 4t firm Soon, 'arcodding 
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Reformation, and defence bf R elj- 
gion, the honour and happineſſe of 
the King, and the Peace and Safery 
of the three Kingdomes , England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. et 


TE Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Cittizons, Burs 
V geſſes, Miniſters of the Goipell , and Commons of all. ſorts 
in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, by the Prov. 
dence of Goal lroing ander one King and being of one Reformed Religi. 


Kingdome of owr Lord and Saviour [e/ia Chrift,the honour and baps 
pineſſe of rhe Kings Majeftie,and His Poſterity , andthe true pub- 


ones private conditions suchuden, avdta{ling to ind the treacherous 
an1 blondy plots.'ConÞwaties, Atrempts,und prativcex of theiEnnmind 
of God againſt the true Religion. and Profeſſors thereof in- all plkces} 
efpecially im theſt three Kiigaomes , ever ſince the Reformation of 


late, and at this tim: increaſed and exerciſed ; whereof the deplorable 
eſtate of the Church + Kingdowof Ireland, the diſtreſſed eſtate of the 
Church and Kingdome of Eng)and , and the dangerous eftate of the 
Church and Kingdome of Scotland, are: preſent and pablick, Teſliino- 
mes, We have now at laff, ( after orher means vf. ſupplication., Red 
tftrance, Proteſtations, and ſuffering i: for thp: pref: 2vationyfout 


to the commentable pratFire of theſe Kio1emes mm format ries arid 
the example of Gods People un other Nations; after maryte:detibet 
ration reſolved. avd determined to enter into ia mrn:'nall and /otenmus 
League and Covenant , whertin the all ſubſeribs,' andiearhionc ef, m 
for bimſelfe with our hands lifted:xp to rhe 'nwoſt bagh Got: 
fvyar: | | 
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"TH we ſhall fincerely, really, and conſtantly, through the 


L Grace of God, endeavour in our ſeverallplaces and callings, 


the preſervation of the' Reformed Religion in the Church of 


. Seotland, in Doarine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 
againſt our common Enemics; Tae: Reformation of Religion 
inthe Kingdoms of England and Ireland in Dorine, Worſhip, 
Diicipline and Government , according to the Wofrd of Gol, and 
the examole of the beſt reformed Churches: And fhall endea» 
vour to bring the Churches of God in the three Kingdomes , to 
the neareſt conjunAion and uniformity in Religton , Confeſſion 
of Faith, Form of Church Government, Dire@ory tor Worſhip 
and Catechizing, That we and our 'poſterityafter us may as Bre» 
thren livein Faich and Love, andthe Lord may dclight ro dwell 
inthe midlt of us, Re 


. Thatwe ſhallinlike manner , without reſpe& of perſons, en- 
deavour theeextirpation of Popery, Prelacy, (thati: , Church Go- 
v<crnment by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellours and Come 
miffaries., Deans, Dcans and Chapecrs, Archdeacons ; and all 
other Eccleſiaſtical] Officers depending on that Hicrarchy } Su- 

tron; Hereſy, Schifme, Profanencfie, and whattoever ſhall 

x found: to \be: contrary to ſound Doftrine, and the power of 
Godlinefle ; leſt we partake in other mens finnes, and thereby be 
In danger to. reccive of- theirplagues, and thatche Lord may be 
one, and his Name one in the three Kingdomes, 
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WW c ſhall wichthe ſame ſincerity , reality and conſtancy , in our 
ſeverall Vocations, endeavorr with our cltates and lives , mu.aal- 
lycopreſerve the Righes and Priviledges of the Parliaments, and 
the Liberties of the Kingdomes,, and ro preſerve and detend che 
Kings Majeſtics perſon an anthority, in the preſervation and de- 
tenceof the true Religion, and Libereics of the Kingdomes ; char 
the world may bear wicnefle with our confſciences of our Loyal- 
ty and that we. have no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh His 
Majellies juſt poyer and greatacfic, «OE 
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We ſhall alfo with all fairhtulnefle endeavour the diſcovery 
of all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Incendifaries, Malignants, or 
evillI:framents, by hindring the Reformation of Religion , divi+ 
ding the King from his people, or one of the Kingdomes from 
another, or making any faRtion or parties amongſt the people, con» 
trary to this League and Covenant, that they may be brought to 
publick triall, and receive condigne puniſhment , as the degree 
ot their offences ſhall require or deſerve , or the ſupream Judica«» 
tories of both Kingdomes reſpedtivcly , or others having power 
trom them for tnat eftcR, ſhall jnige convenient, 


V. 


And whereas the happineſſe of a blefled Peace between theſe 
Kingdomes, denicd in former times to our progenitors, is by 
the good provid:nce of God granted unto us, and hath beene 
latcly concluded, and ſ:tled by both Parliaments, we ſhall each 
one of us, according to our place andintereſt endeavour that they 
may remaine conJoyned ina firme Peace and Vnionto all poſteri= 
ty; And that juſtice may be done apon the wilfull oppoters 
thereof, in manner expreſſed in the precedent Articles, # 


VI, 


We ſha!l alſo according to our places and callings in this coms 
mon cauſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace of the Kingdomes, af- 
fitt and defend all thoſe that enter into this League and Cove. 
nant, in the maintaining and -p»rſuing thereof, and ſhall not ſuf= 
fer our (clves direRtly or indireAly by whatſoever combination, 
perſwaſion or terrour to be diviied and withdrawn from this 
blefled Voion an! Conjundtio.:, whether to make defection to the 
contrary part, or to give our ſelves :oa deteſiable indifferencie or . 
neutrality in this cauſe , which ſo much concerneth the glory of 
God, the good of the Kingdoms and the honcur of the King; 
but ſhall all the daies of ocurlives z:alouſly and conſtantly Cons 
tinnetherein,againſta!l oppalition,and promotethe ſame according 
toour power, again{t all lets and impediments whatſoever x and 
whatwe are not able our (cives to ſupprefie or overcome, we ſhall 

" A3 reveal 


reveal and make known, that it may be timely prevented or remo: 
ved; All which we ſhall doe as in the ſight of God, 


And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many finnes and provo- 
cations againſt God, and bs Son Jeſus Chriſt, aa 1s too manifeſt by our | 
preſent diſtreſſes and dangers the ſruits thereof , We profeſſe and de» | 
clare before God and the world, our nnfained deſire to be humbled for 
our own ſins, and for the ſins of theſe Kingdoms , eſpecially that 
we have not as we ought, vained the ineſtimable benefit of the GoFel, 
that we have not laboured for the purity and power thereof, and that 
we have not endeavoured to receive Chriſt in our hearts, nor to mathe 
worthy of him in our lives , which are the canſes of other ſinnes and 
tranſgreſſions ſo much abounding Amongſt us; «And our true and un+ 
fained purpoſe,defire, and endeavonr for our ſelves, and all others un- 
der onr power and charge, both in publick andin private , in all duties | 
we owe to God and man, to amend onr lives, and each one to goe before | 
another in the example of a real Reformation, that the Lord may turn 
Away his wrath and heavy indignation , and eſtabliſh theſe Churches 
and Kingdoms in truth and peace, And this Covenant we make in 
the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all hearts, with a true 
intention to performe the ſam:, as we ſhall anſwer at that great day, 
when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. Moſt hambly beſeechs 
ug the Lord to ſtrengthen us by by holy Firit for this end. and ro bleſſe 
nr deſires and proceedings with ſuch ſucceſſe, as may be deliverance 
ard ſafety to hu people, encouragement to other (hriſtian Churches 
groaning vnder, or in dunger of the yoak- of Antichriſtian tyrannie, to 
joyn in the ſame, or like Aſſociation and (, ovenant, to the glory of God, 
the enlargement of the Kingdome of Teſms Chriſt, ani the peace and - 
tranquillity of Chriſtian Kingdoms aud Commonewealths, | : 
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| The Negative Oach. 


' A. B. Doe ſweare from my heart . that I 
will not direaly, nor indiredly, adhere un- 

fo, or willingly aſfiſt the Ring in thu Warre, 
| orinthu(auſe, againſt the Parliament, nor _ 
| any Forces raiſed without the conſent of 
| rhetwo Houſes of Parliament, in thus ([auſe 
or Warre: eAnd [ doe likewiſe fweare, that 
my comming and ſubmitting my ſelfe under 
the Power and Protettion of the Parlia- 
ment, t without any manner of Defigne_ 
whatſoever , to the prejudice of the procee- 
dings of this prefent Parliament, and with- 
out the direttion , privity, or advice of the 
| Meng or any of (us Councell, or Officers, © 
! other then what [ bave now made knoyne. 
| FSobelpe me God, and the contents of this 
Book. 
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Reaſons why the Univerſity of Oxford 
cannot ſubmit to the Covenant, the Ne- 
ative Oath, the Ordinance concerning 
Diſcipline and DireQory, mentioned m 
the lare Ordinance of Parliament for 
the Vifitation of chat place. 


Hereas by an Ordinanceof the Lords & Com. 
mons Aſſembled in Parliament, for the V ifita- 
tion & Reformation of the Vaiverſity of Ox. 

, _fordlately publiſhed, power is given tocertain 
perſons therein named as Fifrors , ro:enquier 

eoncerning thoſe of rhe ſaid Vniverſity that negleR to take 
the Solemne League and Covenent.,, and the Negative Oath being 
tendred unto them , and likewiſe concerning thoſe that op- 
poſe the execution of the Ordinances of Parliament concerning 
the Diſtipline and Nireory , or fhallnot promote or cauſe the 
ſame ro be-put in exccution according to their ſeycrall places and 
callings, Wc the Maſters, Schollars, aud other Othcers and Mcat- 
bers of the aid Vniverſity, not to Judge the Confcicnces of others, 
but to clear our ſelves before God and the world from all fuſs 
picion of Obitinacie , whilft we diſcharge our' own, preſent ts 
conſideration the true reaſons of our preſent judgment concers 
' Ning the ſaid Covenant, Oath, .and Ordinances: ExpeRing 10 
much 7uftice , and bopiog tor ſo much Charry , as cicher not to 
be preſſed toconforme to what is required .in any the premiſles, 
further then our preſent judgements will warrant ns; ornot-.con- 
demned for refuling forodo, wichout clcare and recall {atisfaction. 


givcn toour Juſt (cruples, ; 
EYES. : B S. i. 


of the Profatito the Covenant, 


Heexceptions againſt the IntroduAory Preface to the Cove» 

-nant alchouwgh we Iivlilt pot mich upon ,. becauſe it may be 

: dro be no part of the Covenant : yer among the things there= 

in. contained, the acknowledgment whereof is implicicely requi- 
redofevery Covenanter, 

TI» \We are not able tofiy, that the rage, power, ardpreſtrmprion 
of the enemies of God (mn thefenic there intended) wat thus 
time increnſdd. | 

3. Nor can trulyaffirm,that wehad uſed or, given conſent to 
any IT =o) tothe purpoſes therein ex» 
preiied, «- 34N ThE 0 NY S548 

3- Nor do weconeeive theentring into ſuch a mutuall League 
and Coycnant; to be a lawfull, proper,and probable-meanes:o 
preſerve onr ſelves and awr Religion from Reine and deftr otts- 
ON, ae” | | £ 

4- Nordan belicvethe fame to be according to the commendable 

prefiice of theſe Kingdomes, or the example of \Geds peigite in 
other Nations, When we findnotthe leaſt foot-ſtep in. our 
Hiſtories ofa ſworne Covenantever centred into by the peo. 
pleof this Kingdome upon any occaſion whatſoever ; nor 
 - eanreadily remember any commendable cxample of the like 
done in anyother Nation : bur arc rather told by che defen- 
(a) Swch a ders of this (a)Coverant, that tbe World never ſaw the hke 
Oath, as for before. | 
ter, per- A 
four, cher Ciream#ances, the like hath not been 5n any age or Oathwe read 
of in ſacrea#? bumane fories/M. Nye, - Covenant with Narratives Bag, 13, 
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Of the Covenant in groſſe. 


| Lins weate not ſatisfied how weean ſubmix tothe raking theres 
of, as it is how impoſcd under a penalty. | 
1, Such impoſition (co our ſeeming) -beiog-repygnanc toahe 

nature 
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ature of a Covenant > . which being a Contr:& implycth « 
(a ) voluntary mutual conſent of the Contraftors, whereun- (a) Patlum, 
ro men'are to be induced by perſwaſions, not compelled by off dnorums' 
wer. In fo much that the very words of this Covenant in plarinawue | 
the Preface , Concluſion, and whole Frame thereof runge in iden p/e- 
in ſuch a forme throughout , as import-a conſent rather cieam conv 
grounded upon prudentiall motiyes, then extorred by Ri- enſw, Lic ( 
gour, ; f.de Pais. VL 
3+ Without betraying the Liberty , which by our Proteſtation Z . 
we arcbound, and in the third Article of chis Covenant muſt 
ſweare, with eur lives, and fortunes to preſeryvs. To which Li- 
berty the impoſition of anew Oath, other then is eſtabliſhed by 
AQot-Parliament, is expreſſed inth- (b) Perition of Right,& by (b)wtberea 
the Lords and Commons in their ( c ) Decleraiions acknows many of rhe © 
ledged to be contrary. bavehbadan 
oath adminie 
fired wnto them not warrantable by the Lawes and Statmtes of this Realm, They 
do bumbly. pray that no man hereafter be compelled to take ſuch anoath, --» Al 
which they moſt humbly pray--- as their Rights and Liberties according to the 
Lawes and Statutes of this Rexins, Petii. of Right, 3. Carol. (c) It js Declared 
16, Jax. 1642, That the King cannot compel! men t0 be [morn withogs an Af 
of Parliament, Exa Collet. pag. 559. $c0. | 


3. Without acknowledgeing inthe impoſers, a greater power 
then, for ought tharappearcth to us, hath been in former time 
challenged; Or can conſiſt with ovr former Protcſtation (it we 
rightly-upderſtagd it) in ſundry the moſt matcriall dranches 

thereof. , 

N:ither, ſecondly, are we ſatisfied; althoughthe Covenant ſhould 

not be impoſed on us tall, but only recommended tous, andthen 


1, How we ſhould in wiſcdome and Duty (being SubjcAg) of 
our own accord and free will enter into a Covenant, where- 
in He , whoſe Subj:&ts we are, is in any wiſe concerned, 
without His conſent , cither exprefied or reaſonably preſum- 
ed; Itbeing in his power (as we conceive) by the-equiry 
of the Liw, Namwb. 30. to annull and make voyd the fame 
at his plcaſure, L THO 

B 2 2, How 


acconnting 
Biſnops Anu- 


aan WT.” 


z. How we can (onowthat His Majeſty hathby His publigve 


(a) viz; /n 
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(d) {nterdift ſofficiently made known: His pleaſure in-that' * 
behalte)) enter into a Covenarit, the taking whereot be baths 
expreflly forbidden; withourforfciting that Obedience, which: 
(as we are perſwgged) by our natural Allegiance and former 
Oathes we owe untdall ſuch His Majeſties Commands,as are 


. not inour apprehenſions repugnant tothe will of God,, or-the: 


politive Lzwes of this Kingdom. 


S.. TIT. 
Of the firſt Article of the Coutnant. 


De Vous firſt, we are not ſatisfied, how we can with jadg- 
m—_— 


' ment ſwear to endeavour to preſerve the Religion of a« 


ther Kingd ome: 
r.. Wherecof , as it doth not concern us to have very mucb, fo: 


we Poem to have very/itcle underſtanding: 
Which (fo farreas the occurrents of theſe unhappy times 


bave bronghrir ro our koowledge,. and we are able to judge) 


is in three of the foure ſpecified particulars, viz. #or ſhip; 

Diſcipline, and Government, much worle; andin the fourth: 

(that of Do@rine ) not at all better then our own ;; which: 

we arc .in the nex: paſſage of whe- Article required to rc- 
mm. 


2. Wherein if hereafterwe ſhall find any thing (asupon f:rs 


ther under ſtanding thereof it is not impoſſible we may) rhat: 
may (cemto ns ſxyouring.of Popery,, Swperſtition , Herefie,. 
or Schiſme,or comrery,to ſound doftrine , or the power of goalt- 
weſſe, we ſhall be bound by the next Articleto endeavour the: 
extirpation,after we have bound our ſclyes by this fi-ſt Article 
tothe preſervationthereof. . | 


4- Wherein we already find fome things ( toour thinking ) 


ſofarre tending towards (a) Superſtition and ('b ) Schiſme,. 
that it ſeemerh to us-more reaſonable that we ſhould call 


tichriſtian, and indifferent (cremonies mnlawfull, ('b) viz. in making their diſci- * 
ine and government a marks of the true ('hurgh ," and the ſetting up thereof the 


 welling of the throne of {hrift, 


upon 


The 
nd 
* 


eponthen to refor m-the fame; thenthert-rhey fovſdcall 
npon ubFo preſerve it, 7 0 9.0090, 22 bv gnntsg 
Secondly , we xfe not fatisfied/in the next branch; ; concerning 
the Reformarion.of Religion invur own Kingdome , in Dotirine, 
worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government ; How wecan ſwear to cn= 
deavour the ame, which (without making achangetherein) gans 
not be done, TO REEH Wt. > x5 
r.. Without manifeſt [candalite the Papiſt and Separatiſt;- 
1. By yeelding the cauſe , which our godly Biſhops'and Mar- 
ryrs, and all ourlcarned Divinesever ſince the Reformation 
have both by their writings and ſufferings maintained ; who 
have juſtified, againſt them-both, - the Religion eſtabliſhed in 
the Church of England to be agreeable to the word of 
GoJ. | 
3.. By juſtifying the Papiſts in the repro:ches and ſcorne by 
them-caſt upon our Religion: , whole uſuail objeRion it hath 
been and is ,- that we know not what our Religion is; that- 
fince we left them, we cannot tell where to ſtay ard that | 
our Religion is a( c ) Parliamentary Religion, (c) Let wa 
| _#ot be blam- 
«dif we call it Parliament Religion, Parliament Gofpet , Parliament Faith, 
Harding Confut.of Apology part 6. Cap. 2. | 


3- By x tacite acknowledgment that there is ſometbing;both 
in the doqrine and worſhip , wkereunto their conformity 
hath been rcqujred', not agreeable to the Word of God; and 
conſequently juſtifying! them both, the one in his Reculancy, 
the | other in his Separation: ©, , 

4. By an implicd Confeſſion ,: that the Lawes fornierly made” 

 azzinſt Papiſts in this Kingdome, andall puniſhments by vir- 
tie thereof inflied upon them,. were unjult ; in puniſhing: 
them for refuſing to joyne with us inthat forme of Wor- 
ſhip ,. whichour ſelves [ as wellasthey ) doe not approve 
of. 

3. Wichoutmarifeſt wrong unto onr ſclues', our Conſciences, : 
Reputation and Eilates ; jn beariog falſe witnefſe againſtour ſelves, . / 
and ſundry other wayes by ſwearing.to endeavaur 'to reforme 
that, as corrupt and vitions, - _.. ET 

B 3: *. F, Whick' 


'- FX. Which we ave formerly by: our Perfonall. Subſcriptions 
- Wpproved, as agreeable to Gods Word 3: and have nor- been 
nec eictier condemned by/our owne hearts for ſo doing , or 
convinced inour judgments by any of our Brethren that heres 

in wedid amifle. Eh 

3. Which inour Conſciences weare'perſwadcd, nor to be in 
any of the four ſpecified particulars , (as it ſtandeth by Law 
wo ed mech lefſe1n the whole foure, againſt the Worg 
O ol a | ; 

3- Which we verily beleive (and, as we think upon good 
grounds )to be in ſundry reſpeAs muchbetter and more agree- 
able to the Word of God, and the praQtice of the Catholique 
Church, then-that which we ſhould by the tormer words of 

this Article ſweare to preſerve. | 

(4) Star, 4 Whereunto the(d ) Lawsyerin force requiroof all ſach Clerks 

I 3. Elie. as ſhall be admitted roany Benefice, the ſignificarion of rheir 

__ hearty aſſent ,/ to be atteſted openly ti the time of Divine 
| Service before the whole congregation there preſent, within 

a limited time , and thatunder paine (upo:1 default made ) of 

the loſle of every ſuch B-nefice. 
3. Without menfeff danger of Perjury : This branch of the 
Article ( to our belt underftandings.)) fecmung direRtly contra- 
r | 
? ns. Toour former ſolemne Proteſtation, which we have bound 
our ſelves neither for hope, feare, or other reſpeR ever to re 
linquiſh, Whercin.the Daftrine which we have von ed to 
maintain, bythe name ofthe Trae Proteffant Religion, exe 
preſſed in the Doftrine of the Church of England, we take to 
bethe ame whiah now we are required to 'cdcavagr to re- 

. formand alter. .. * 

3. To the Oathof Supremacy, by us alſo taken, acEording to 
the Lawes of the Realm; and the Statutes of our Vniverlity 
in that behalfe. 'Wherein haviog firſt eeſtified and Declared 
ig our Conſciences, that the Kings Highneſſe # the only /n« 

eme Governoar of this Real neg.we do after fwear ro onr powe 
er 10 aſſiſt and defend all FuriſarHtions, Priviledges, Prehemi- 
ences , and Authorities granted or belonging to the Kings 

Highneſſe, His Heirs, and Succeſſore , or united and annexed to 


the 


77>) 
+. he Snoperial Crown of /thit Reahey.: One of whichPrivi- 
_ vleges and Prebeminences, byan:cxprefie Statynteſoanncxed, 

and that even i termind , inthe fel ſame wordsin agmnan- 

ner with thoſeufed inthe Oath, is thewhole power of Spi- 

rizua}lor Eccleſiaſtica)l Iuriddiftion, for thecorreftionard rc 

formation Sf all manner.of errorsand abuſes im matters Eccle- 

foaſtreall i as bythe (ce ) words of the-faid Statmre more at (e) Sach 

large appeareth. The Oath affording the Prepoſitios , and Puriſdifti- 

rhe Starure the Aſſamption , we find no way howto ayoid ons, privi- 

the:(ont/ufion. - DMS,2 X90 leges, ſu- 
periorities and prebeminences 'Spiritnall and Ecelefiaſficalt, ix by any ,efc. for the 
Fiſtation of the Ecclefiaftitall State and Perſons, and for reformation , order and 
correHlion of the ſame, and of all manner of errors herefres /chiſms,abuſes,offences, 
centempts and enormities , ſhall for ever by authority of thit preſent yn 
be' wwited and annexed to the Imperial ( rown of this Reta "Ag ACt reſtoring 
tothe Crowntheancient Igriſdiftion, &c. x. Ebzaby 177 


S. IV. St Hae 
+ | Of the Second Article of the Covenant |i * 


T7 Irft, it cannot bus, affect as with ſome greife.and Awarement, 
A. toſec that ancient form of Church-Goverament , which we 
heartily (and,as-we: hope, worthi)ly ) honour z avunderywbich 
our Religion was at firſt: fa orderly ,- without violenceor:tumulr, 
and ſo happily , reformed 3nd. bach Goce ſo long flomiGhed with 
Iruth and Peace « 40 the -hanour and: bappinefſe of gurawne, and 
the envyand adwiration ot other Nations, not only |. 
. I. Endeavoured to he extirpated ; without any reaſofofler- 
cd. co,cur:underſtandings , for which it ſhould be aþcu3be 
acraivy «ot; but;lo much as expedient ſptodoe..iBural- 


+ 3. Ranked with Popery, Superſtition, Herefe , Sehifen and 

__ Prophaeneſſa; which weunfainedly profeſſe our ſelves to de» 
teſ} as much as any:aibers whatſoever. - £90] 

3. And that wih ſameintimationalſo, as if that Gayernmene 

were famecwayaratherſoreomtrarytoſourddeFrine ,; or the 

power of Godlingfſe y thi: whoſocycrenld ——— 

| c 
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avens ſins, which we.cannot yet be perſwaded to believe. 
- 4: And wedefireir may be confidered, in cafea Covenant of 
' - like forme ſhould be. tznder'd to the Citizens of London, 
wherein they (hould be required ro ſweare , they would ſig- 
.ecrely;really: and conſtantly withour reſpect of perſons, cn- 
deavourthe cxtirpation of 7reaſor, rhe (ity Government (by 
a Lord Major, Aldermen, Sheriffcy, Common-Councell and 
other officers depending thereon) Awarther, Adwitery, 
T beft, Coſenage, and whatſoever ſhall be,._ &c. loft they 
fhowld. partake in other. wens ſivnes, whether ſuch atcndry 
could be looked upon by any Citizen, that had the leaſt ſpirit 
- freedome in bim.as an at of Iuſtice,Mecknefle and Rea- 
on? | | | 
S.. Secandly,for Hgiſcopel Government; we are not fatisficd 
how we can with agood.Conſcienee ſweare to endeavour the ex= 
tirpation thercof, 2. in re4Þef? of the thing it ſelfe. Concer 
ning whichgovernment -. . . 
x. wee think wee have reaſon to believe, 2 
x. That it-is (ifnot Fare divito in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, that is to 
fay.exprefſcly commanded by God in his Word, yet) of 
L Karr eres rhatis tolay, was eſtabliſhed in the 
rehes byche Apoſtles, according tothe mind and after 
the example of their Maſter Feſtw Chrif, and that by virtue 
of their ordinary power and authority derived from him, as 
ek,that Epiiopal AriBoorary hath 
2: Oratleaſt, that Epiſiopa! Ariffocracy a fairer preten- 
fien,and may lay a juſter title and claim te a divine jn(titution 
' 2 thenany of the uther forms of -Chaurch- Government can do; 
all which yer do pretend thereunto,vse. that of the Pepall 
Atonarchy, that af og ' Prezbyterian Democracy, and that 
of the [»ngependents by particular ations,or Gathered 
Churches, 7 FR Congreg : 
2. Bar we arcafſared by the undonbred teſtimony of Ancient 
Records and later Hiſtories, that this forme of Government 
.hach been continued with ſuch an Vniverſall, Vninterrupted, Vn= 
__ ſucceffionin all the-Churchesof God, and in all King- 
that have been called: Chriſtian throughout the _—_ 
war 


(9) a 
world for fifteen hundred years together; that therenever was 
inall thattime any conſiderable oppolitien made there againſt, 
That of efcri«s was the greateſt, wherein yet there. was little of 
confideration, belide theſe two things : that ir grew at the firſt 
but out of diſcontent; and gained him at the laſt but the reputa- 
tion of -an Heretique, From which Antiquity and continuance, 
we have juſt cauſe to feare , that to.endeayour che extirpation 
thereof. x 
1, Would give ſuch advantage to the Papiſts, who uſually 
objeRtagainlt us,and our Religion, the contempt of antiqui. 
ry, and the love of novelty, that we ſhould not be able to 
wipeofftheaſperſton, 
2. Would fo diminiſhthe juſt Authoriey due to the conſenti. 
ent judgement and praftice of the univerſall Church ( the 
beſt interpreter of Scripture in things not clearly expreſt , 
for Lex currit cum praxs: ) that without it we ſhouldbe ar 
a lofle in ſundry points bothof Faith and Manners , at this 
day firmly believed and ſecurely prafticed by us; when by 
the Socinians, Anabaprilts, and-other SeRaries we ſhould be 
called upon for our proofes. As namely, fundry Orthodoxall 
explications -concerning the Trinity and Co-equality of the 
Perſons in the God- head, againſt the Arians and other He. 
retiques; the number , uſe and efficacy of Sacraments ; the 
Baptifing of Infants; Nationall Churches; the obſervation 
of the Lords Day ; and evcn the Canon of Scripcure it 
{elfe. | 
Thirdly, in re5Þef# of oxr ſelves, we are not ſatisfied how it | 
can ſtand with the principles of 7»fice, Ingennity , and Humanity, 3 
to require the extirpationof Epiſcopall Government ( unleſle is 
had been firſt clearly demonſtratedto beunlawfull) to be ſincere- 
Iy and really endeavoured, by us, | 
1+ Whohaveall ofus, who have taken any Degree, by ſubſcri- 
bing the 39, Articles, teſtified our approbation of that Go.. 
vernment: one of thoſe (a) Articles affirming the very Book (a)4rt.36 
contaiving the form of their (on/ecration to contain in it no- W 
thing contrary to the word of Gad, 
2. Whohave moſt of us (vx. 23many as have entred intothe 
 Miniſtery:) received Orders from their bands: whom we 
G + ſhould 


aa; 
(10) 
ſhould very il] requſte forlaying their hands upon vs; if we - 
ſhould nowlay'to our hands to root themup, and cannot tell 
for whar. 
3. Who have ſundry of us, fince the beginning of this Parlia- 
ment, ſubſcribed our names to Petirions exhibited or intends 
ed tobe exhibited to chat High Court, for the continuance 
of that Government, Which as we then did (incerely and 
really, ſo we ſhould with like ſincerity and realiry, (till (not 
having metwith any thing fince ty (hew us our errour) be 
ready to doe the ſame againe , if we had the fame hopes we 
then bad of the reception of ſuck Peritions. 
4.Wh: hol.i ſome of us our livelyhood , either in. whole or 
in part, by thoſe titles of Deanes, Deancs and Chapters, &c, 
mcntijoacd in the Articles 3 being members of ſome Co'le- 
giate or Cathedra]l Churches, And our memories will noe 
readily ſerve us with an example in this kind fince the 
world began z wherein any ſtate or profeſſion of - men, 
thovgh convicted ( as we are not ) .of 2 crime that might 
deſerve deprivation , were required ro bind themſcIves by 
oath, fincerety a1d realy' to endeavour the rooting out of 
that (in ic ſelfe not unlawfall ) rogether wherewith they 
muſt alſo root out themſelves, their eſtates and Jively- 
hoods. - 
5-Eſpeciilly ir being uſuall in moſt of che ſaid Chwches, that 
ſuch perſonsas arc admitted members thereof , have a per- 
ſonal] Oath adminiſtred anto them, to maintzin the Ho- 
nour, Immunities, Liberties, and profits of the fame; and 
whileſt they live to ſeck the good, and not to doe any thing 
tothe hurt, hinderance, or prejudice thereof; or in other 
words tothe like effec. 
Fourthly, in reſpeft of the (hurch of England : We are not ſatis 


hed how we can twear to endeavour the extirpation of the clia- 
bliſhed Government, no neceſſity or jult Cauſe of ſo. doing, 
either offeri..s it fſelfe, or being offered to our underſtan= 
dings. X 


I-Sinceall changeof Government unayoidably bringeth with 
jt, beſides thole chat are preſent and evident, ſundry other 
inconveniences, whichno witof man can poſſibly 'fore-ſee 
to 


rn) 
to provide againlt, til] late experience dilcover theme We 
- cannot be fure; that the evils which -maycnfie upon the 
change of this Government , ( which hath been of io long 
continuance in this -Kingdome, 1s ſo deepely reoted inthe 
Lawes thereof, and hath ſo near a conjundtion with, and fo 
ſtrong an influence upon the Civill State and Government, 
a3 that the change thereof muſt ivferre the necefſityof apreat 
alteration to be made in-the other-alſo; ) may not be'grea» 
ter then the ſuppoſed evills whartocver they are , which by 
. this change are ſought ro be remedied. For there are not 
yer any come-to our knowledge of that deſperate nature, 
as /not to be capable of orfter remedy, then the utter extirpa- (b) =». give 
ticn of the whole Government i: felfe. advantage 
2. Whereas the Houſe of Commons have (Þ} remonſtrated ro this 21a- 
that jt was farre from their purpoſe or defire ro abolrfÞ rhe /ignant 
Church- Government , but rather that- aff the members of the Party to 
Church of England ſhould be regulated by ſuch Rules of Order traduce owr 
and Diſcipline as are eftabliſhed by Parliament , andthatit was Proceeds 
Mriignancy ts 1nfufe into the Peopte..that: they had any other mgs.7hey 
meanings: We are loth by: conſenting; tothe ſecond. Article 5nfu/e 3nto 
to become' guilty of ſuch suf»fion ,-as may bringus withinthe people 
the compaſle and danger of the fourth Article of this Co- that we 
venant, mean t0 a= 
boliſh all Church- Governwent-—Remonlt. 15-Dec. 1641. Exac Colle. pag. 
19. The Lords and Commons doe declare, That they intend a-due and neceſſary 
Reformation of the Government and Liturg y of the Charch, and to take away nos 
thing #n the one or sn the other, but what ſhall beevill, and juſtly offenſive, or at 
leaf, wnneceſſary and burthepſome. Declar g.Apr.,1642,Exact Coll, p. 135, 


' 3. Since it hath been decJared by ſandry (c) At of Parlja- (c). 5tatuts 
ment, That the holy (hureh of England was founded-in the of Carlile 
fate of Prelacy within the Realm of England: We dare not oo, 
by endeavouring the cxtirpation of Prelacy, {trike atthe Z,.x, reg; 
very foundation, and thereby Tas much as in us1yeth) co- red 25. Ec3. 
operate towards the ruine of this Famous Church ; which 
in all conſcience and duty we are bound with our utmoſt laws 
fu!l rower touphold. : 

Laſtly, in reef? of our Obligations to His Majeſty by our _ , 
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withour forfeiture of thoſe Obligations. 


ſes, and over alt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons; and having bound 
our ſelves both in that Oath, and by our Proteſtation, To 
maintain the Kings Honour, Eſtate, Inriſdiftsous, and all man» 
ner of Rights: it is cleareto our underſtandings, that we 
cannot without diſloyalty and injury to Him, and double 


make any alteration in the Eccleſfiaſticall Lawes or Go« 


Valefle the impoſers of this Covenant had a power and 
(d)T hey in- meaning ( which they have openly (d) diſclaimed) to ab- 


faſe into the ſolve us of that Obedience, which under God we owe unto 
people, that His Majcſty, whom they know to be entruſted with the 
#96 SOOT Eccleftaſticall Law.. 


owes under-God unto His Majeſty, whom we know to be entruſted with the Eccle- 
flafticall Law, as well as with the Temporal, Exact ColleR,ubi ſup.p.19. 


of this Government, * without a ſincere defire and reall en- 


to fuch extirpation. Which we. are (o farre from defiring and 
endeavouring, that wehold it our bounden dutyby our dai- 
ly prayers to begge at the hands of Almighty God, -that he 
would not for our finnes ſuffer the King to doe an at ſo pre- 
(e)That he Judiciall to his honour andconſcience, as to conſent to the 


will grant, 
S, Edward. And that be will grant and preſerve untothe Biſhops, and tothe 
Juſtice; and that he will proteFt and defend them, as every good King in his King» 


their Gevernment. Vide Exatt Coll.p,290, 291. 
ſworn 


and Oathes: we are not ſatisfied how wecan ſwear to endeayour” 
the extirpation of the Church-Government by Law eſtabliſhed, 


I, Having in the Oath of Supremacy acknowledged the King. 
to be the only ſupreame Governonr in all Eccleſiaſticall Cau- 


Perjury to our ſelves, take upon us without his conſent to-. 


vernment , much lefle ro endeavour . the extirpation thereof: 


to leave every man t0 buy own fancy -<» abſolving him of that Obedience which he 


2. We cannot ſincerely and really-endeavour the extirpation 


deavour, that His Majeſty would grant His Royall Afenr' 


rooting cut of that eſtate ; which by {6 many branches of. 
keep cone his (e) Coronation Oath , he hath in ſucha folemne manner 


 firmtihe Laws, ('uſtoms, c- Franchiſes granted to the Clergy by the glorious King 
Churches committed to their charge, all Canonical Priviledges and due Law ard 


dome onght to be Proteftor and Defender of the Biſhops and the Churches und:r 
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(13) 
ſworn by the aſſiſtance of God to his power to maintain and 
preſerve. | & 

3+By the Laws of this Land ,- (f) the Colation of Briſbopricks (1) See Star. 
and (g) Deanries ; the (h) fraitsand profits of their Lands 25, H, 8. 
and Revenues during their vacancies; the (i) firſt fruits and 20.1.2, 
yearly tenths ous of all Eccleſiaſticall promotions ; and ſun» 6. 2, 
dry other Privileges , Profits, and Emoluments, ariſing out {2 See Star. 
of the State Eccleſiaſtical), are eſtabliſhed in the Crowne, and 29. Eliz. 8. 
are a conſiderable part of the Revenucs thereof; which, by (h)star. 14. 
the extirpationof Prelacy, as it is in the Article expounded, £.3-4 &'5. 
or by ſubſequent practice evidenced, will be ſevered and ca: & 17.E,3. 
off from the Crowne, to the great prejudice and dammage 14. 
thereof, Whereunto, as we ought not in common reaſon, (i) $:at.26, 
and inorder to our Allegiance as Subjets, yeeld our con. H.8.3. & 
ſent; ſo having ſworn expreſly to maintain the Kings honour 1 Eliz.4, 
end Eftate, and to our power to aſſiſt and defend 31] Turiſe 
ditions, &c. belonging ro His Highnefſe, or united and an- 
nexed to the Imperiall Crown of the Realme, we c2nnot 
without manifelt Perjury (as We conceive } conſent there. 
unto. 

4: The Government ofthis Realme being confefſedly an Em: (k) --» Sus 
pireor (k) Aſonarchy , arid that of a moſt excellent temper premam po- 
and conſtita:ion: weunderſtand not how jt can become us reftatem & 
rodefire or endeavour the extiryation of that Government mernit im. 
in the Church, which we conceive to be incomparably of all perinm «- 
other the moſt agreeable, and no way prejudicial} to' the pd no1 ha- 
{tate of ſo well a- conſtituted Monarchy. In fo much” as bet Kex, 
King /ames would often ſay, what his long experience Cambd. 
had taught him , - No Biſhop , vo King, Which Aphoriſme, Fhereas by 
thongh we find in ſundry Pamphlets of late years to have /rmary dis 
been exploded with much confidence and fcorne'; yer we vers old an. 
muſt profefle co have met with very little in the proceed- thenrique 
ings ob the late times; to weaken our 'belicfe of it. And we Hiftories 

and Chra-' 
micles it ts manifeſtly declared and expreſſed, that this Realm of Englaud #t an Em. 

| paves and/o hath been arceptedin the world, governed by one Snpream Head and 

| King, having the dignity and Royal eſtate of the {mperiall Crown of the ſame. 
Star, :4.H.8.12, Sccalſo I. Elizab 3, ; 


% 
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(14) 
hope we ſhall be the lefleblamed for our unwillingneſle to 
have any aRuall concurrence in the extirpating of Epiſco- 
pall Goverament : ſeeing 'of ' ſuch extirpation there is no 
other uſe imaginable, but either the alienation of their Re- 
venues and Inheritances, (which how ir can be ſcvered from 
Sacrilege and Jnjuſtice we leave others to find out ) or to 
make way for the /introducing of ſome other Forme of 
Charch-Government: :which whatſoever it ſhall be, will 
{as we thinke) prove eicher deſtructive of , and inconſiſtent 
with Monarchicall Government, or at leaſt-wife more pres 
judiciall to the peaceable, orderly, and cffcRual! exerciſe 
thereof, thena well-regulated Epiſcopacy can poſlibly be. 


S. V, 
.Of the other parts of the Covenant, 


Aving infilted the more upon the two firſt Articles, that 
Lconcern Religion and the Church, and wherein our ſelves 
have a more proper concernment: We ſhall need to infilt the 
lefle upon thoſe that follow, contenting our ſelves witha few(the 
moſt obvious) of thoſe many great, and (as we conceive) jul ex- 
ceptions, that lic there againſt, 

In the third Article , we are not ſatisfied that our endeayour 
ro preſcrve and defend the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Authority 
is ſolimired, as there1t 1s, by that addition, 7» the Preſerva- 
tion and defence of the true Religion, and Liberties of the K ingdome, 
Foraſmuch as : 

1. No ſuch limitation of our duty in that behalfe 18 to be found, 
either in the Oathes of Supremacy and Allcagiance, (which 
no Papilt would refuſe to take with ſach a limitation ) nor 
in the Proteltation, nor in the Word of God, 


5 3+ Oar endeavour to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of 


Parliaments, and Liberties of the Kingdomes, is requi- 
rcd to be ſworn of us in the ſame Article withour the like 
orany other limitation added thereunto. | 
3. Such limication leaveth the cuty of the Subje&t at ſo much 
looſeneſle, and the ſafety of the King at fo great uncertain- 


tY'5 


(15) 


ey; that whenſoever the People ſhall bave a mind to with- 
draw their obedience, they cannot want a pretence from 
the ſamefor fo doing. | 
4:After we ſhould, bythe verylaſt thing we did (viz, ſwea- 
ring with ſuch a limitation ) have made our ſelves guilty of 
an aQtualh, and reall diminution ( as we conceive)of His 
Majeſties juſt power and preatneſfſe, the obteſtation would 
ſeem very unſcaſonable (ar theleaſt) withthe ſame breath 
to call the world ro bear witnefle with-our Conſciences, 
that we had no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh the 
ſame. 
$. The (wearing with ſach a limitation is a Teftimonyof the 
Subjeas Loyalty (to our ſeeming J of a very (irange nature; 
which, the Principles of their ſeveral] Religions ſalved, the 
Conſcience of a moſt reſolute Papiſt or Seary may ſe- 
curely ſwallow, and the Conſcience of a good Proteſtant 
cannot but (ſtrein at. 
In the fourth Article, ed 
1.'We deſire it may be conſidered, whether the impoſing of 
the Covenant in this Article doe not lay aneceſſity-upon the 
Sonne, of accuſing his own Father, and purſuing him to des 
ſtru tion; in caſe he (ſhould be an Incendiary, Malignant, or 
other evill I-fttrument, ſuch as in the Article is deſcribed. 
A courſe wh.ch we conceive tobe contrary to Retigion, 
Nature,znd Humanity. | 
2. Whc ther the ſwearirg according to this Article , doth not 
rather open aready way to Chilfiren that are ſick of the 
Farther, Husb+nds that are weary of their Wives, &c. by ap- 
pealing ſuch, as (tand berween them and their deſires, of 
Mlig-:ancy, the better to effeQuate their uniawfull inten» 
tions and defignes, 
3.Our ſelves having ſolemnly proteſted to maintaine the 
+ Liberty of the SubjeRt, and the Houſe of Commons having 
publiquely declared againſt the exerciſe of an Arbitrary 
Power, with O-4er \that their ſaid Declaration ſhould be 
Printed and publiſhed in all the Pariſþ Churches and Chap- 


| pells of the Kingdome, there roſtand and remaine as atcſtt= 


mony of the clearnefle of their intentions; whether the 


ſubjeRs * 


* (16) 
ſubje&ing of onr ſelves and brethren by Oath, unto ſuch 
puniſhments as ſhall be inflicted upon ns ( without Law or 
Merit) at the ſole pleaſure of ſuch uncertain Indges as ſhall 
be upon any particular occafion depwted for that effe, of 
what mean quality os abilities ſocver they be, even to the 
taking away of our lives, if they ſhall think it convenient ſo to 
dee, though the degree of our offences ſhall nor require or 
deſerve the ſame ; be not the betraying of our Liberty in 
the loweſt, - and the ſetting up of an Arbitrary Power in the 
bigheſt degree thar can be imagined. 

I: The ſubſtance of the fifth Article, being the ſerling and continu» 
: ance of a firme Peace and Union between the three Kingdomes, 
fince ic isour bounden duty to deſire, and according to our ſeve. 
rall places and intereſts by all lawfull means to endeavonr the 
fame: we ſhould makeno ſcruple atall toenter into a Covenant to 
that parpoſe, were it not 
' T.That wedoe not ſee, nor therefore can acknowledge rhe 
happineſſe of ſuch a bleſſed Peace between the three King - 
domes (tor we hope {relandis not forgotten) as in the Ar- 
ticle is mentioned: So long as /re/and is at Warre. within 
it ſclte, and ' both the other Kingdomes engaged in that 
Warre. | 
2. That ſinceno Peace can be firme and well grounded thar is 
net botrtom?*d upon Iultice, the moſt proper and adequate 
a& whereof is, Jws /uum cnig,, to let every one have that 
which of right bclongeth unto him; we cannot conceive 
how a firme and laſting Peace can be cſtabliſhed in theſe 
Kingdomes, unlefle the reſpeRive Anthority, Power, and Li. 
berty of King. Parliament, and Subje, as well every one 
as other, be preſerved full and entire, according to the known 
Lawes and continued unqueltioned cuſtomes of the ſeverall 
Kingdomes in former times, and before the beginning of theſe 


fad diſtraQions. 
Inthe fixth Article we are altogether unſatisfied. 
_ . The whole Article being grounded apon a ſuppoſition, 
4 | which hath not yet been evidenced to us, viz. that rh 


Cauſe, meaning thereby (or elſe we underſtand it not ) the 
Joyning in this Coycnantot mutuall defence far the proſecus 
tion 


4 : 
on of the late Warre, was the cauſe of Religion, Liberty,” andl 
| Peace of the Kingdomes; and that it ſo much concerned the 
'Glory of God, and the good of the Kingdomes, and the Honour 

of the King. cS3#; 
2.1f all the Premifles were:ſo cleare,. that we durſt yeeld our 
free afſent thercunto, yet were they not ſufficient to ware 
rant to our conſciences what in this Article is required to 
be ſworn of us; unlefle we were asclearly ſatisfied concern- 
ing the lawfulneſſe of the-means to be uſed for the ſupport» 
ing of ſuch a Cauſe. For ſince evil may not be done, that 
good may come thereof; we cannot yet be perſwaded, thar 
#he Canſe of Religion, Liberty, and Peace, may be ſupported; 
or the Glory of God, the Good of the Kingdomes, + the Honony 
of the King ſought tobe advanced, by ſuch means, as (to our 
beſt underſtandings) are both improper for thoſe ends, and 
deſticute of all warrant from the Lawes, either of God, or 

of this-Realnts 

Laſtly, in the concluſion, our hearts tremble tothink , that we 
ſhould be required to pray that other Chriſtian (hnrches might be 


encouraged by our example to joyne in the like Aſſociation and 


Covenant, to free themſelves from the Antichriſtiam yoaks, &c. 
Wherein 

1. Toomirt that we doe net know any Antichriſt ian yoke under 
which we were held in theſe Kingdomes, and from which 
we owe.to this either War or Covenant our freedome : un. 
lefe by the Antichriſtian yoke be meant Epiſcopal] Govern= 
meat, which we hoye no man thar pretendeth to Truth and 
Charicy will affirme. : 

2.We doe not yet ſee inthe fruits of this Aſſociation or Co. 
venantamong our ſelves, any thing fo lovely as to invite us 
to defire (much lefſe ro pray) chat other Chriſtian Churches 
ſhould follow our example hercin. 

3- To pray to the parpoſe in the concluſion of the Covenant 
expreſfled, ſeemeth tous all one in efie, as to beſcech Als 
mighty God, the Gad ot Love and Peace, 

3. Totake all Love and Peace out of the hearts of Chri- 
flians, and to ſet the whole Chriſtian world ina com- 
buſtion, - 

D 2. To 


(18) 
2 To render the: Reformed: Religion, and all Proteſtants * 
odious toall the World, 

3. To provoke the 'Princevof Europe touſe more fcyerity 
towards thoſe of the Reforined Religion : if not (for 
theirown ſecurity) to root them quire our of their ſeve. 
rall Dominions. 

4. The tyranny and” yoake of Antichriſt, if laid upon the 
necks-of Sbjets by their lawfull Soveraignes, is to be 
thrown off by Chriſtian bolaneſſe in conteſſing the Truth, 
and Patient ſuffering'for its not by taking up Armes, or 

; violenrreſiltance of the Higher Powers; | 


Se VI. 


Some Conſiderations concerning the meaning of 
the Covenant. 


$6 aforeſaid ſcruples are much ſtrengthned by theſe enſuing 
Conſiderations, | a 
i Firſt, chat whereas no Oath, which is contradiQory to it ſe}fe 
"__ eanbetaken wichout Perjury, becauſe the one part of every con- 
tradition muſtneeds be falſe: this Covenant cither indeed con. 
taincth,orar leaſtwiſe ( which tothe point of conſcience is nor 
much lefle effeuall ) ſeemerh tous totontain ſundry Contradi. 
Rjons: a3 namely amongſt others,theſe: 

1. Topreſetve as it is, withourchange, and yet to reforme 
and alter, and not topreferve,one and the ſame reformed Re. - 
lipion, * | 

2+ Abſolutely and without exception 70 preſerve; and yer up- 
on ſappoſition to extirparethe ſelfe-ſame thing; viz. the pre- | 
fent Religion of the Church of Scorland. ' | 

3-Toreform Church-Government eſtabliſhed in E»glaxs, and 
Ireland, according to the Word of God: and yet to extirpate 

- that Government which we are perſwaded to be accor- 
ding thetcunto, for the introducing of another whereof we 
are not ſo perſwaded, | | 

4 .To'endeayour really the extirpation of Herefies, Schiſmes; and 
 Prophaneniſſe;and yer withall to exrirpate that Government 
in the Church,the want of the due exerciſe whereof we con- 

| ceive - 


(19) 
Feive to have been due chicle cauſe. of the Howl of the 
fidevils ; and doe believe thereſtoring, andjcominuance 
thereof would be the moſt proper and... efetuall re- 
medy. | - oo oy ary hs 

5.70 NPR with our eſtates and lives the Liberties of the 
Kingdome; thatis, ( as inthe Proteftatian 'texplainesd ) of 
the SubjeR; and yer contrary to theſe Liberties , to ſubmit 
to the impoſition of this Covenant , and of the Negerive 
Oath, not yer eſtabliſhed by Law: and to put our lives and c« 
Rates nnder the arbitrary power of ſuch as may:take away 
both from us when they pleaſe, not only without, 
but even againſt Law, if they fall judge it convenient ſo to 
doe, | 

- Seco::dly, we find in the Covenant, ſundry expreſſions of dark 2, 

. or doubtfull conſtruion : Whereunto, we cannot ſweare in 

judgemenz, till their ſenſe be cleared and agreed-upon. As, Who 

are the (Common Enemies?-and which be the beff Reformed Cher 

cher mentioned in the firlt Article. Who (in the fourth Article) 

are to be accounted Ma/ignante? How farre that phraſe of hine 

 dring Reformation may be extended Þ What is meant by the ſa- 
preme Fudicatory of both Kingdomen and ſundry other. | 
Thirdly, by the uſe that hath been made'of this Covenant, :3« 

(ſometimes to purpoſes of dangerous confequence) we are 

brought into ſome fears and jealonſies, left by raking the ſame 

we ſhould caſt ourfclves into more ſnares then we are yet aware 
of.- For im the firſt Article, _ ca; 

.T .Whereaz we are to endeavorr the Reformation of Religion 
in this Kingdome, in Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go« 
vernment. according to the Word of God , and the example of 
the beft Reformed Churches: 

t. The Reformation in Worſhip ( whereby we could not 


ſuppoſe any more was intended ( according to their for- J 
mer {a) Declaration) then a review of the Service-book, (2) The 
Lords and 


Commons doe declare, That they intend a due and neceſſary Reformation of the 
Litnrgie of the Churth, and to take away nothing therein but what ſhall be evil, 
and juſtly offenſtue, or at leaft unneceſſary and burthenſome, Declarat, 9g. Apr. 
1642, Exact Coll.pag-1 35, Ny | 


D 2 thac 


7, 
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(26) 


. "+ *,, that:the erwiſiatione-might-be- in lore places atnended,. 


ſome alterations made 1h the Offices and Rubricks; or at 
moſt. ſome of the Ceremonies laid aſide for the reaſons 
of expedicncy and condeſcenſion) hath produced an ut- 
ter abolitien of the whole forme eſtabliſhed :- without 
— any other certain forme in the room there- 
of. 

+. The Reformation in point of Diſcipline and Government 
intcaded (fo farre as by the overtures hitherco made we 
are able ro judge) is ſuch,as we conceive not to be acrord- 
ing to the Word of God, nor (forany thing we know) 2C- 
cording to the example of any Church that gyer was inthe 
world (beſt or worſt) ſince the Creation. 

z. Inthe ſecond Article, our griefe and fears Fad been leſle, 
if we could have obſerved the extirpation of Popery, Hereſy, 
Schiſme,and Prophaneneſſe, to have been as really intended, 
and ſet on with as much ſpecd and animoficy, as.the extirpa. 
tion of Prelacy, and that which ſome call Swperſtit50%. Bur 
when we (ce, anderthe notions of rooting out Prelacy and 
Superſtition, ſo much quickneſlſe uicd to fetch in the Reve- 
nues of the Church and the ſacred Utenfils(no other wile guil- 
ty of Superſtition, for ought we know , then that they are 
worth ſomething) and on the other fide, fo little yet done 
toward the extirpation of Hereſic, Schiſme, and Prophane-« 
neſſe, (as things of lefle temporall advantage. ) We cannot 
difſemble our ſuſpicion, that the deſigners of this Covenant 
might have ſomething elſe before their eyes beſides what in 
the begining of the IntroduQion is expreſſed y and that 
there is ſomething meant in this Article, that looketh ſo | 

like Satrilege, that we are afraid to ventare thereon, 

3. Inthe third Article | 

1. Although we ſhould not otherwiſe have apprebended any 
matter of danger or moment in the orderipg of the particu- 
lars, in the Article mentioned : yet fince M, Chaloner in 2# 
Speech , and others have 'madeadvantage thereof to interre 
from that very ofder, that the defence of th: Kings Perſon 
and Authority'ought to be with ſubordination to the pre- 
ſervation of the Rights and Privileges of Parliaments, and 

 the- 


A 


(27) | 
the Liberties of the Kingdome,whichare (c) imebe firſt place (*c ) From 


_ and beforeitto be endeavoured; We hope we ſhall beiexcuſe whence 5t is 


ed, if we dare not take the Covenant inthis ſenſe, Eſpecially, woſt evider, 
confiderivg that if the Argument be of any force,it will bind cha the 


. usatleat as ſtrongly, to endeavouur the maintenance of tbe Rights .and 


Kings Perſon, Honour «nd Eſtate in the firſt place, and the Privileges 
reſt but ſabordinately thereun:0;b<cauſe theyare fo ordered gf che Par- 
in the Proreftation: And then, that Proteſtation baving the /jaments & 
advantage of preceding, it will bind us more ſtrongly , as Ziberties o* 
being the firſt obligation. the King- 


dom are in 


the firſt place tobe preſerved, Anſw.to Scottiſh Papers, 18, Nov.1646.page 21- 


3. Whercas ſome have been the rather induced to take the 


Covenantin this particular by beiog told, that that limitati. 

on, in the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and 

Liberties of the Kingdomes was not to be undertioud exetlu- 

fively: yer when we find that thc Houſe of Commons in 

their anſwer to the Scottiſh Papers, doe (4). often prifſe (d) We 0b- 

that /5mization, as without which the endeavouring to pre- ſerfe you 

ſcrve the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Authority ought nor mention the 

tobe mentioned; ir cannot but: deterre us from taking -the defence of 

Covenant in this particular ſo underſtood. the King 
twice from 


the (ovenant,yet in both places leave out Inthe preſervationand &Cc.p. 39. 8& 
46.4 main clauſe, without which the other part ought never tobe mentioned: p.56,- 


3. Eſpecially being told ina late Pamphlet, thatthe King not 


having preſerved the Libertics of the Kingdome,&c. as of 
duty he ought, js thereby become a Tyrant, and ſo ceaſe. 
eth to be a King, and conſequently that bis Subjefts ceaſe to 
be Subjets,and owe him no longer ſubjeRien, "Which Aſ- 
fertion ſince we heartily .detelt, as falſe and ſcandalous in 
the Suppoſition, and in the Inference ſeditious and deviliſh; 
we dare not by ſubſcribing this Article ſeem togive the 
leaſt countenance thereunto, 


4+ Bacirſtriketh ns with horror ro think what uſe bath been 


made of the fourth Article; concerning the puniſhment of 
D 3- Mas 


(22) , 


Malignants, &c. a» by others otherwaies;; fo eſpecially by 
the Correftor of a ſpeech withont doors, written in thedetence 
of M, Cheloners Speech: Whois ſo boldas totell the Par- 
liament, that they are bound by their Covenant { for the 
bringing of evill inſtruments to condigne puniſhment) to 
deſtroy the King and his Poſterity ; -and that chey cannot 
juſtify the raking away of Sereffords and Canterbaries lives 
' for Delinquency, whilſt they 1uffcr the chiete Delinguent to 


goc unpuniſhed. 


S. VII, 
Of the Salvo's. 


| & om Salvo s that wehave uſually mer withall,for the avoyd- 
ing of the aforeſaid ſcruples, either concerning the whole 
Covenant, or ſome particulars therein of ſpecial] tmportancee 


We find upon examination tobe no way {atisfattory to our con- 


ſciences, Gs 
I; The firſt is that we. may take 'the Covenant in our own /2x/+: 
S? butthis /inamatcer of this nature, viz. an impoſed promiflory 
Oath, in the performance whereof others alſo are preſumed ts 
be concerned ) firſt ſeemerh tobe* 
x. Contrary to the natwre and end of -an Oath, which unleſſe ic 
| be fall of (implicity, cannot be ſworae in truth and rightes 
oufnefſe, nor ſerve to the ending of controverfies and 
— 7 IRTRREG: wasthe uſe for which it was inſtituted, 
Heb. 6. G 7 


3. Contrary ts the end of Speech: God having given us theuſe 


of Speech for this end, that it might be the 11:terpreter of the 
mindezit behoveth us as in all vther our dealings and con- 
tracts, ſo eſpecially where there is the intervention of an 
Oath, fo to ſpeake, as thar they, whom ir concernech, may 
clearly underſtand our mening by our words. 

3-Contrary to the end of the Covenant it [celfe. Which being the 
confirmation of a firm union among the Covenanters, that 
by raking thereof they might: have mutuall afſurance of n= 


ruall affiltance and detencg:If one may be allowed to take ir 


in one ſcaſc,and another ina contrary; the Coyenanters _ 
ave 


Ie. Cc ws 


A. SE 
' have no more affurance of mutnall aſſiſtarceetchifrom 0» 
ther after the raking of the Covenant, then they had before, 
4 Contrary to the Solemne profeſſion made by each Cove- 
nanter (in exprefle termes in the concluſion thereof) in the 
preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all hearts,thathe rak- 
eth it with atrue intention to performs the ſame, as he ſhall an- 
| ſmeritat the great day, 
| Secondly, This will tring a ſcandall upon cur Religion, 2, 
1. That we practice that our ſelves, which we condemne inthe 
Papiſt, viz. Swearing with Icſuiticall equivocations and 
mentall reſervations. 
2. That we take the glorious and dreadfull name of Godin 
vaine; and play faſt and looſe with Oathes: in as much as 
what we ſwear to day inone ſenſe , we may ſwear the direct 
contrary to inorrow in another, And 
3. It will give-ſirength to that charge which is laid to the 
Presbyterian party, in ſpeciall, both (a) by Zeſwices and (b) a) Hererics 
SefFaries; that, thereis no faithto be givento Proteſtants, nec Deo nec 
what cyer they ſweare, becauſe they may ſwear one thing Somunibies 
”- iatheir words, and in thcir own ſenſe mean another, ſervant fi. 
| | aem-- $pe- 
eration hoe addo,Calvinifias in hac re deteriores eſſe quam Luth:yanos, Nam 
Catviniſte nullam ſervant fidem : [uta,perfura-«- Lutherani moderatiores ſunt, 
Becan.z.Manaal. Controv.14-n.4,& 6. (b) invent Gathes and Covenants for 
the Kingdom, diSpenſe with them when he pleaſeth , ſwear and forſwear as the 
wind turneth, like a godly Presbyter, Arraign.of Pcrſec. in Epilt.Ded;, 


- 

The ſecond way is, to take the Covenant with theſe or the a. 
like general Salvo's exprefied, viz. Sos farre as lawfully I' may; = 
So farre as it 4 agreeable to the word of God, and the Lawes of the 
Land; Saving all Oathes by me formerly taken, &c, But 

r. We believe this mocking of God would 'be fo farre'from 

freeing us from the guilt of Perjury, that thertby we ſhould! 
rather contra a new guilt of moſt vile and abominable = 
ocriſie_ | 

2. It ſcemeth all oneCunro us the thing being otherwiſe ſup- 
poſed unlawfnll) as if we fhould ſwear to kill, ſteal, commit 
add|tery, or forfwearour ſelyes,/ofarre as lawfully we may. ft 

| b, 3. 1 


« ( 24) 
| 9g. If this would ſatisfic the Conſcience, wemight witha good 
Conſcience not only rake the preſent Covenant , but even 
| ſubſcribe ro the Comneel of Trentalſoy yea, and tothe Twrk- 
of s/b Alcoran; and ſwear ro maintain and defend either of 
them, viz, /o farre as lawfully we may, or as they are agreeable 

: . Fo the Word of God. : 

3 Thirdly, for the /econd Article in particalar, in the branch con- 
cerning the extirpation of Church-Government, we arc told 
that it 1s ro be underſtood ofche whole Government, taken col- 
letively and in /e»/# compoſito:ſo ax if we doe endeavour but the 
taking away of Apparitors only, or of any other one kind of infe- 
riour Officers belonging to the Ecclefiaſticall Hierarchy , we 
ſhall have ſufficiently diſcharged our whole promiſe in that par- 
ticular wichcut any prejudice done ro Epiſcopacy, But 

1. Neitherthe compoſcrs of the Covenant by their words, 
nor the impoſersof it by their Acticns , have given us the 
leaſt Ggnificationthat they meant no more. 

2, Yea rather, if we may judge either by the cauſe or the 
effe&s, we may well think there was a meaning to.cxtir- 
pate the whole government, and every part thereof in the 
Article expreſſed. For 
x The Covenant being (as wehave no cauſe to doubt) fra. 

med at the inſtance of the Soors, and for the caſicr pro- 
caring of their aſſiſtance inthe late War, was therefore in 
all reaſon ſo to be framed and underſtood as to give them 


{e) 2 the {atisfaction;8& (confidering what themſelves bave (c ) de» 
Covenant, clared againſt Epiſcopacy ) we have Ittile reaſon to believe 
both Houſes the taking away Apparitors, or any thing, lefle then the 
of Parlia- ' rooting out of Epiſcopacy zt ſelfe , would have ſatisfied 
ment & ma, them. 


; wy thouſands of other Hi Majeſties Snbjefts of England and Ireland ftand bound 
a well as we to binder the ſetting up of the Church-Government by Biſhops inthe 
Kingdome of Scotland: And thut we 4s well a5 they fland bonnd to endeavour the 
extiypation thereof in England and Ireland. Scots Declar, ro the States of the 
Vnited Provinces, 5. Aug. 1645. recited in Anſwer to the Scots Papers 
ag. 2 3» wk R 
4; an 2. The proceedings alſo (ince the entring of this Covenant 
in eadcayouring by Ordinance of Parliament ta take yy 
tne 


"89 | 
the Name, Power , and Revenues of Biſhopsdoe ſadly give 
us to underſtand what was their meaning therein, 

% Fourthly , as to the ſcruples that ariſc from ze Soveraignty of 
the King, and the duty of Allegiance as Subjefts; we find two [ce 
yerall waycs of anſwcring,bur little ſatisfaRion in either, , _ 
1. The former, byſaying ( which ſcemeth tous @ pieceefun- 


reaſonable and ſtrange Divinity ) that Proze#:con and Subjes' 


flion ſtanding in relation either to other, the King being now 
diſabled to give us protection , we are thereby freed from 
our bond of ſubje&ion. W hereas | 
I, The Subjc&s obligation ( J-« ſwbjeftionz)) doth not 
ſpring from,nor relate unto the aAuall exerciſe of King 
ly protetion ; bur from and untorhe Princes obliga» 
tion,to protet ( Im Proteionn, ) Which obligationlye 
ing upon him as a duty which he is bound inconſcience 
to performe, when it is in bis power ſo ro doe; the re« 
lacive obligation -thereunto lyerth upon'us as a duty 
which we are bound in conſcience to performe, whew 
iris in our power ſo todoe, His inability cherefore co 
performe his dury doth not diſcharge us from the ne- 
4 ccfliry of performing oars , ſo long as weareableto 
doe it. þ: { 
2. If the King ſhould not prete us, but negleR his part, 
though having powerand ability ro perform it, his vo- 
Juntary'negle& ought not to free us from the-faithfull 
performanceof what isto be done on our parts:How 
much lefle then cught we to think our {elves.dif-obe 
liged from our ſubjeion,whenthe Now-proteBtion on 
his part is-not from the want of will, but of power? 
2, The later ( wherein yet ſome have triumphed ) by ſaying 
that the Parliament (\bcing the ſupreme Fudicatory of-the 
Kingdome,' the King, where/oever inperſon, 15 ever preſent 
- there 5» bs power , asinall other Courrs of luſtice : and that 
therefore whatſoever is done by theen,, is-nor done withour 
the King, burby him. But craving perdo»firt, it in things 
without our proper ſphere we hapt9o/{pegkaunproperly or 
, amifſe; We muſt next crave /eave to beſtill of the ſamemind 
we werc,till it ſhall b: "4 evideiit to our > - 
eNacr 


Sr. 4 


(26). 
that the King is theres» h# power, ag it isevident to our fenſ- 
es thathe is notthere i» hs Perſon: Which ( fo farre as our 
naturallreaſon and ſma]] experience will ſerve us to judge, 
allethat hath been ſaid ro that purpoſe can never doe. 

For, firlt ro:the point of preſence : 
1, We have been broughtup in a beliefe that for the making 
(4) Theold: of Laws the atuall (d) Royal! aſſent was fimply neceſſary, 


formes of and not only a virtual aflent ſuppoſed to be included in 
ARtz of Par- the Votes ofthe rwo Houſes: otherwiſe what uſe can there 
ham .were, be of his Negative voice? or what need to (c&} deſire his 


The King Royall aſſent ,co that which may bedone as well withour it? 
wilteth, pro- 

videth, ordaineth,cFabliſheth granteth,e+c, by the aſſent of Parliament, c+-c.See 
Statutes till 1.H,4. After that, The K eng ,of the aſſent of the Lords Spiritual + 
T emporall, ar.d at the fpeciall inſtance and requeſt of the Commons of thus Realm, 
hath ordained, &c. See Statutes 3.4. till 1.J.7. A forme of ſuch Perition 
of the Commons, ſce 1 R.z.6,Prayen the Commons in thu preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, that where, e. Pleaſe tt therefore your Highneſſe,by the advice and 
aſſent of the Lords Spirituall e& Temporal m this yeur preſent Parliament aſſem. 
bled, and bythe autbority of the ſame, to ordaine, ec, 

No Bil u an Aft of Partiament, Ordinance, or Edif#. of Law, although both 
the Houſes agree unanimouſly iv it, till it hath the Rojall Aſsent, Ancient 
Cuſtomes, -pag. 54. EL | 

Aſsemblee de cenx troys Eftats eft appellee un At. de Parliament : car ſans 
tents troys neſt aſcun AF de Parl. Finch Nomotech, fol.21. 

We admit that no Alls of Parliament are complete, or formally binding with= 
ont the Kings aſtent, H,P, Anſwer to David Tenkins, pay. 6, 

(ce) -- Which if your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to adorne with your Majefties Royall 
aſ5ent,( without which it canneither be complete and p ow, e» )JStat.1 lac... 


(f)Srat,33- 2.The(f y Statute, providing that the Kings aſrent to avy Bill 
H.8.21. ſignified under his great Seal ſhall be to all intents of Law as 
valid &cff:Qual,as ifhe were perſonally preſent,doth clearly 

impore that as to the «fect of making a Law, the Kings Pow- 

er is not otherwife really preſcnt with the two Houſes, then 

It appeareth either in his Perſon or under his Sei: Any other 

real preſence i3 to sa riddle, not nach unlike to that of Tran- 
ſubtantiation: an imaginary things rather. deviſed to ſerve 

trnes,. 


(27) 
-turnces , then believed by thoſe that are content to make ufe 
of it, an ; 

3. Such preſence ofthe King there, -when it ſhall be made ap- 

eare touseither from the Writes, whereby the Members of 
both Houſes are called together , or by the flanding Lawes of 
the Land , orby the acknowledged jadgement and continu- 
cd prattice of former and later ages , or by any expreſſ 
from the King himſelfe , clearely* declaring his mind to that 
purpoſe , we-ſhall then as becometh us , acknowledge the 
ſame,and willingly ſubmit thereunto. 

And as for the Argument drawne from the Analogie of other 
Courts, whercin the Kings Power is alwayes ſuppoſed tobe vir- 
tually preſent , under ſubmiſſion we conceive it-is of no conſe- 
quence, 

I. The Arguments 4 wvinore and 4 majore are ſubjeR toma- 
ny fallencies; andunleſſe there be a parity of reaſon in every 
requiſite reſpeR between the things compared, will nothold 
good : A Petty Conſtable ( they fay ) may doe ſomething 
which a Iuſtice of Peace cannot doe : And the Steward 
of a pztty Mannour hath power toadminiſter an Oath, which 
( as we are told )che Houſe of Commons it ſelfe hath no po- 

*N* wer todoe. 
2. Thadth< high Court of Parliament is the ſupreame Judicates 
r7, wehave been told it is bywirtue of che Kings right of pre- * 
fiJing therc,he being {8 ) the Supreame /ndge, and the Meme ( 8) Dowt- 
bers of both Houſes his Counceil; which being ſo, the reaſon wav Rex he, 
of diffe: ence .is plainc between that and other Iudicatorics in #e: ordina- 
ſundry reſpeRs. riam J mriſe 
/ diftionem, 
dignitatem & poteſtatem ſuper omnes quiin regno ſuo ſunt, — Ea que Iariſdi- 
Hon ſunt & pacis—- ad nullum pertinent nif6 ad coronam & dignitatem Regis» 
£99,eC 4 corong ſeparari poſiunt. Bratton cited by Stamford, lib.2 cap.2, 


«. The Tudges in other Courts are deputed by him , an1 doe 
all in his name , and by his authority ; and therefore the pre. 
ſenec of his power 1a thoſe Courts of minifteriall Juriſdift- 
ev is ſufficient , his perſonall preſence not necefſiry, neither 
hath he any perſonall vote therein ar all. But in the high 

k 2 Courc 
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- (28) 

{ onrt of Parliament, where the King bimſelfe is the Supream 

lodge, judging in his ewne name and by his owne authority, 

his Power cannot be preſumed to be really preſent withour 

cither the 47a preſence of his perfon , or ſome virtual re- 
preſentation thereof ſignified under his greatSeale. | 


2. The Iudges in inferiour Courts , becauſe they are to at 


all in his name , and by his Authority, doe therefore take 
Oathes of fidelity for the right exercifingof Indicature in 
their ſeverall placee ; (itting there,not by any proper intereſt 
of their owne, but only in theright of the King, whoſe Indges 
they are , and therefore they are called the Kings Indges 
and bi Miniſters. But in the high Courr of Parliament , the 
Lords and Commons fit there in Councel with the King as 
Supreme Iudge for the good of the whole Realme , and 
therefore they are not called the Kings Iudges, but the Kings 
{omnſel!: andthey have their ſeverall proper rights and in« 
terefts peculiar and diſtin both between themſclues, & from 
that of the Kings. ; by reafon whereof they become diſtin 
Orders,or, as of ( h ) late rimes they have beenſtiled (in this 
ſenſe as we conceiue) (i) three diſtin Eſtates Fich of which 
being ſuppoſed to be the beſt Conſervators of their owne 
proper intereſt ; if the power of any one Eſtate ſhould be 
preſumed to be virtually preſent in the other ewo, that 
Eſtate mult needs be inevitably liable to ſuffer in the pro- = 
per Intercſts thereof, which might quickly prove deſtru- 
iveto the whole Kingdome: The ſafety and proſperity of 
the whole conſiſting in the conſervation of the juſt rights and 
proper intereſts of the maine parts,viz. The King, Lords,and 
Commons,inviolate and entire. | 


fefts,{ viz. the Lords Spirituall and Temporall, and the Commons) repreſent- 
ing your Three Eftatesof your Realme of England, 1 Eliz,z.—the State of the 
Clergie being one of the greateſt States of the Realme. 8, Eliz. 1. 

(1.) See Finch ſupra ad lit [d}]. 


3- Thelulges of other Courts, for as much as their power is 


but miniſteriall and weerely [udiciall , are bounded bythe 
preſent.Lawes, andlimited alſo by their owne As: ſo as 
they > 


(29) 
they may neither ſwerve from the Laws, in giving judgement, .. 
-nor reverſe their owne Iudgements after they are given, 
But the High Court of Parliament, having (by reafon of the 
Kings Supreme Power preſiding therein )a Power Legiſlative 
as well as fudic5al, are not ſolimited by any earthly Power, 
bar that they way change and over-rule the Laws, and their 
own ARts at their pleaſure, The Kings Perſonal afſent there. 
fore is notneedfull inthoſe other Courts, which are bound. 
ed by thoſe Lawes whereunto the King hath already given 
| hu Perſonal aſſeut 2 but unto any AR of Power beſide, be. 
yond, above, or againſt the Lawes already eltabliſhed , we 
have been informed, and it ſeems to us very agreeable to 
reaſon, that the Kings Perſonall Afﬀent ſhould be abſolutely 
neceſſary: Foraſmuch ag every ſuch AR is the exerciſe of a 
Legiſlative rather then of a 7udiciall Power; and no Act of 
Legiſlative power in any Community (by conſent of al] Na- 
tion:) can be valid, unlefle it be confirmed by ſuch perſon 
or perſons as the Soverajgnty of that Community reſideth 
in. Which Sovcraignty, with us, ſo undoubtedly refideth in 
the perſon of che King, that his ordinary ſtyle runneth,- -- Or (k ) 7he 
(k) Soveraign Lord the King: And he is inthe Oith of Supre= Crown of 
maCy expreſicly acknowledged to be x he only Smpream Gover. England 
nour within his Realmes, And we leave it tothe wiſdome of h11h been [a 
others to conſider, what miſery and miſchiefe might come to free at al! 
the Kingdome,, if the power of any of theſe three Eſtates times, that 
ſhould be ſwallowed up by any one or both the other, and if it hath been 
then under thenameof a Fuaicjef there ſhould be yer really in ms egrthe 
exerciſed « Legiſlative power, / ly ſub;eftie 
x 03 5 bet 179. 
mediatly to god in all things touching the Regality of the ſaid Crawne.--16.R.3, 
T, Omnss ſu eo eſt, & Sole ſub nullo,nifs FPTTPL. ſub Deo. Parem anutem 102: has 
bet Rex in Regno ſus, quia-»» [tem nec multe fortinis ſuperiorem ant potentioreng 
habere debet, quia fie eſſet inferior ſuis [ubjef14, Bracon. centen. 1.Rubr.z6. 
—- (ui turgeameumhy legibus ipfis legum vim imponendi poteflatem Des dedits 
Finch Nomotech. in Epiſt, Dedic. to K. James. 
4 Since all J4diciall Power. js radically and originall iny the 
E King, 
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King, ( whois for that cauſe ſtyled by the Lawes (1) The 


Fountain of Juſtice) and not in any other Perſon or Per- 
ſons, but by derivation from him: itſcemeth co us evident, 
that neicher the Iudges of inferior Comrrs of minifterialt 
7«ſtice,nor the Lords and Commons aflembled in ehe High 
(/ourt of Parliament, may of right exerciſe any other power 


over the Subjects of this Realme, then ſuch as by their refpe- - 


Rive Parents and Writs iflued from the King, or by the 
known eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land formerly affented un- 
to by the Kings of this Realme doth appeare tohave been 
from him derivedunto them. Which Lewes, Patents and 
Writs being the exat boundary of their {everall Powers, 
it hath not yet been made appeare to our underſtandings, 
either from the Lawes of the Realme, or from the tenour of 
thoſe Writsby which the Parliament is called, thatthe two 
Houſes of Parliament have any power without the King to 
order, command, or tranſaft; but wit! him (m) to ereat con» 
ſult and adviſe concerning the greataflaires of the Kinedome. 
In which reſpeR they have ſundry times in their Declarati- 
ons to His Majeſty called themſelves by the name of Hzz 
Great Conncel. And thoſe Lawes and Writs arc ( as wee 
conceive) the proper Topick, from which the juſt power of 
the Honourable Houſes can be convincingly deduced : and 
not ſuch fraile ColleRions as the wits of men may raiſe from 
ſceming Anal/ogies and proportions, 


nel; they are derived to the Subjet, Maſter Saint Iohn's Speech concerning the 


Earle of Strafford. page 12. : 
(m ) — Et ib5dem vobiſcum colloquium habere, traltare «-- ſuper diftis Megs 


ths traffatyr — veftrumg, confilium impen/ar—Writ to the Lords, 


(3t) 
S$, VIII, 
Of the Negative Oath. 


V Wa are not ſatisfied, how we can fubmic to the taking of 
| the Negative Oath, 
1. Without forfeiture of that /iberty, which we have ſworne 
and are bound to preſerve. With which liberty we con- 
ceive it to be inconſiſtent, that any obligation ſhculd be laid 
upon the Subje,by an Oath not eſtabliſhed by AR of Par. 
liament, 
2. Without abjuririg our (a) natural Allegiance, and violating = 
the Oathes of \ upremacy and Allegiance by us formerly ta» (a) Every 
kens By all which beirg bourd ro our power to «fiſt the Subjeft by 
K'ng, we are by this Negative Oath required to ſweare from the duty of 
our heart, wot to aſſiſt bin. his Allegse 
: ance is boun. 
den to ſerve and aſſift his Prince and Soveraigne Lord as all ſeaſons when need 
fall require, 11,H.7.18. : 


3. Without diminution of Hu Majefties jift Power and great- 
eſſe, contrary tothe third Article of the Covenant; by zc- 
knowledging a Power inthe two Houſcs of Parliament, in 

oppoſition to the Kings Power. Whereas we profeſſe.cut 

ſclves unable to underſtand, how there can be any lawfull 
power exerciſed within this Realme, which is not ſubordi- 
nate tothe power of the Kings 


(32) 
$6. YX, 


Of the Ordinances concerning the 
Diſcipline and Direftory. 


Irſt, concerning them all together, weare not ſatisfied how 

AL wecan ſubmit to'fuch Ordinances of the two Houſes of Pare 

liamentnorthaving the Royal Aſſerr, 

" 1 Asarc contrary to the c(tabliſhed Laws of this Realm 
contained infuch Afts of Parliament as were made by the 
joynt eonſcnr of the King, Lords, and Commons. 

3, Norſoonely , but alſo pretend by repeal to abrogare fach 
Ac or Ats, Por, fince Ejuſdew eff poteffatis deſkrnere 
ewjau eff corftituere , it will not ſink with us, that a lefler 
power can have a juſt right co cancel{ and annullthe AR of a 
greater. | 

Frai,El,x; 3. Eſpecially the whole power of ordering all matters Eccle- 

_— fiaſticall being by the Lawes in exprefſe words for ever 
annexed ro the Imperial Crown of thi Realm. And upon 
what head that Crown ought to ſtand, none can be jgno- 
rant. . 

As to the particular Ordinances thoſe that eonecrn the Di/ci- 

line, firlt. | 

F x - It under thattitle be comprehended the Government alſo; 
we cannot ſubmit chErcuato, without. conſenting to the 
eradication of a Government of reverend Antiquity in the 
Church, Which { notwithſtanding the ſeverall:changes of 
Religion within this Realm) hath yer from time to time 
been continued and confirmed by the Publique Laws and 
Great Charters of the Kingdome: then which. there cannot 
be a more ample teſtimony that it waveverheld agreeable 
tothe Civill Govcrnmentand the SubjeRts Jiberey, Which 
alſo the ſucceſſive Kings of this Realme ar their ſeverall 
Coronations have ſolemnly ſworn to preſerve. And the con- 
tinuance whereof for ſundry reaſons before{upen the ſecond 
oa the Covenant) ſpecified, we heartily wiſh and 

eſire. 

2, Bat if the word Ds/c5pyine be taken ( as it is inthe firſt Ar= 

ticle 


ticle of the Covenant) as contradi/ſtinguiſhed unto the Covery: 

went: there is ſomething even in that alſo, wherein we are 

not fully ſatisfied, wiz, the leaving of ſo much power in fo 

many perlons, and choſe, (many of _ of mean quality, 

for the keeping back of thouſands of well-meaning Chriſti» 

ans from the benefir and comfort of the bleffed Sacrament, 

An Auſterity, for which there appeareth not to us any pro. 

bable warrant fromthe Word of Gad: But which ſeemeth 

rather repugnant, as to the generall principles of Chriſtian 

prudence andcharity, fo tothe direions and praQtice of S. 

Paul in particular; whoin a Church abounding with fun. , &,,, cr, 
dry errors and corruptions both in faith and-manners, (ha- 7, 
ving firſt given order for the excommunicating of one onely © *' 

erſon that by ſhamelefle 'continuance in a notorious finne 
ath brought a foule ſcandall upon rhe Goſpell ) ſufficing 

bimſclfe then with a generall propoſall of the great danger 

of unworthy communicating, remitteth every other particular 

perſon to a /e/fe examination; without any order cither to | @, . .. 
. Miniſters or Lay-Elders to exclude any irgn the holy Com- 2N be : 
murion upon their Examination. —_ 

As to the Ordinance concerning the Dire#oxy in particular: 

we cannot without regret of Conſcience, (during our preſent 
judgement, and the continuance of the preſent Laws) conſent to 
the taking away of 1he Book of Common Prayer, 

1. Which, by our ſubſcriptions moſt of us have approved: 
witha ſolzmne promile therewithal], in the publique Ser» 
vice to uſe the forme preſcribed therein, and no other. 

2, Which, according to our faid Subſcription and Promiſe, | 
and our bounden duty according to the Statute in that caſe I Eliz, 
provided, we have hitherto uſed in'our Churches, Chappels, 
and other Ocatories,to the great benefit and comfort of our 
ſoules- 

3, Which we verily belicve not to contain any thing which 
(with ſuch favourable conſtruction as of right ought tro be 
allowed toall manner of Writings) 1s not juftly defenſible; 
which hath not been by learned and godly men ſufficiently 
maintained againlt ſuch exceptions as have been heretofore 
taken thereatzand which = are not confident{by ID 

{t ance 
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WES: 
(34) 
ſtatce of Almighty God) we ſhall beable to juſtifie (as oc- 
caſion ſhall be cfﬀercd) agzinft all Papiſts, and other oppug- 
ners or depravers thereof whatſoever. 
4 Whichis cſtabliſhed by an 4 of Parliament, made (in 
peaceable times) by as good and full aurtwrirs as any un- 
der heaven can have over us. Which doth fo weigh with us, 
that as it freethus from the neceſſity of giving in any parti- 
cular exceptions againſt the Direttory or envy thing therein . 
contained: ſoit layeth an incvitable neceſſity upon usof 
continuing the forme of Prayer therein enjoyncd , and of not 
admitting any Direfory or other forme to the prejudice 
thereof, till che faid AR ſhall by the like good and fu'l au. 
thorit y be repealed. 
In which Statute there is not only an exprefſe Command given 
to all M:miſters for tFe uſing of the fame bur there are alſo 
fanftions of ſevere puniſhments to be inflited upon ſuch of chem 
as ſhall refuſe ſoro doe; or ſhall Preach, declare or ſpeak any 
thing to che derogation or depraving of the Book of Common 
Prayer, or of anxth ing therein contained, or of any part thereot: 
with puniſhinents alſo to be inflited upon every other perſon 
whatſoever (the Lords of the Parliament notexceptcd) that ſhall 
in like manner declare or ſpeake againtt che ſaid Book ; or ſhall 
by deed or chreatning compell or otherwiſe procure or maintain 
any Miniſter ro ſay open Prayer, or to miniſter any Sacrament in 
any other manner or forme then is mentioned in the ſaid Booke; 
of ſhall interrupt or hinder any Mini'ter in the uſe of the faid 
formes, as by the wordsof the ſaid-Statute more at large may 
appeare, x 

Which Statute alſo hath had ſuch an univerſall powerfull influ« 
KK ence into the ſucceeding times, that in all ſach * Starutes as have 
E#S. I' & been fince made againſt Popiſh Recufants, the refufing tobe pre- 
29. Eliz. fent at Common Prayer, or to receive the Sacrament according to 
pe 35+ the formerand rites mentioned in that Byok , is expreſſed as he 
Eliz. 1. & oft proper legall chara&er, whereby codiſtinguiſh a Pop;/h Ren 


* Stat. 23. 


2,0 3.746. euſant from a truc Proteftant.In ſo much that uſc hath been made 

4+ 5« ofthar very Character in ſur.dry Atts,fince the begining of this 
preſent Pariiament for the raxing of double payments upon. Re- 
—_— ET. | 


Thus: 
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Hus have we clearly and freely repreſented cur preſ 


ent 
judgement concerning the ſaid Covenant, Negative Oath, 
and Ordinances; which upon better. information in any parti» 
clar, we ſhall be ready to reQtify. Onely we delire. it may be 
conſidered , that if any one ſingle ſcruple or reafon in any the 
preimifles remain urfarsfied, (though we ſhould receive full ſa. 
tisfaRion in all the reſt) the Conſcience would alſo remain ill 
unf2ti:fied. Ard in that caſe, it can neither be reaſonable for 
them that canvor ſatisfy us to preſicus, nor lawfnll for us that 
can:10t be fati: ficd to ſubmit tothe ſaid Covenanc, Oath and Ore 
dinaiiCess - 


QuINnTITL. 


ut damnaverit enm, qui duabu. potentifſimy rebus defenditnr, 
pure & Mente? 


Rom. 14. 22. - E 


Happy is he that condemneth nor iimfeife in that which be 
alloweth. V | 


cs, 


V Hereas in the Reaſons aforeſaid the Oath of Supremacy, 

and the Proteftation are ſundry. times mentioned - the te- 
nor of the ſaid Oath and Proteſtation are here. {et downeas. fah 
loweth, EE 


The Oath of Supremacy 5. Eun1z. rt. 


A. B. doe viterly teſtific and declare in my Conſciznce , that the 
Queens Hizghneſse tu the only \ upream Governoar of thu Realm, 
and of all other Her Highneſs Domintons and Countries, aſwell im 
all Spiritwall or Ecclefiaſticall things or cauſes, asTemporall, and 
that no forraine Prince, Perſon, Prelate,State or Potentate,hath or 
ought to have any Furiſdiftion, Power, Superiryity, Prebeminence,or 
Authority, Eccleſiaftical or Spiritual,within this Realm. And theres 
fore I doe viterly rencunce and forſake all Forraine Inriſdiftions, 
Powers, Superiorities, avd Authorities, gnd doe promiſe that from 
ie CES ; henceforth 
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